
The Glasgow Naturalist 
Information for Contributors  

 
1. The Glasgow Naturalist  publishes full papers, short notes 
and book reviews. All articles are peer reviewed by a 
minimum of two reviewers. The subject matter of 
submissions should concern the natural history of Scotland 
in all its aspects, including historical treatments of natural 
historians. Details of the journal can be found at:  
www.gnhs.org.uk/gnat.html  
 
2. Full papers should not normally exceed 20 printed pages. 
They should be headed by the title and author, postal and 
e-mail addresses. Any references cited should be listed in 
alphabetical order under the heading References. All 
papers must start with a short abstract of up to 200 words, 
which should summarise the work. The text should 
normally be divided into sections with sub-headings such 
as Introduction, Methods, Results, Discussion, 
Acknowledgements and References. 
 
3. Short notes should not normally exceed two printed 
pages. They should be headed by the title and author's name, 
postal and e-mail address. Cited references should be listed 
in alphabetical order under the heading References. There 
should be no other sub-headings. Any acknowledgements 
should be given as a sentence before the references. Short 
notes may cover, for example, new locations for a species, 
rediscoveries of old records, ringed birds recovered, 
occurrences known to be rare or unusual, interesting 
localities not usually visited by naturalists, and preliminary 
observations designed to stimulate more general interest. 
 
4. References should be given in full according to the 
following style: 
Pennie, I.D. (1951). Distribution of capercaillie in 
Scotland. Scottish Naturalist 63, 4-17. 
O’Reilly, M., Nowacki, S. & Gerrie, E. (2018). New 
records of the white-banded grapple-worm. The Glasgow 
Naturalist  26(4), 96-97. 
Wheeler, A. (1975). Fishes of the World. Ferndale 
Editions, London. 
Smith, C.W., Aptroot, A., Coppins, B.J., Fletcher, A., 
Gilbert, O.L., James, P.W. & Wolseley, P.A. (2009). The 
Lichens of Great Britain and Ireland . (2nd edition). The 
British Lichen Society, London.  
Grist, N.R. & Bell, E.J. (1996). Enteroviruses. In: 
Weatherall, D.J. (Editor). Oxford Textbook of Medicine, 
pp. 381-390. Oxford University Press, Oxford. 
References with more than six authors: name the first six 
authors, then add "et al." 
 
5. References should be cited in the text as follows: 
Single author: Pennie (1915)… (Pennie, 1915). Two 
authors: Grist & Bell (1996)… (Grist & Bell, 1996). More 
than two authors: Smith et al. (2009)… (Smith et al., 
2009). Multiple citations: (Pennie, 1915; Grist & Bell, 
1996). Same author(s), publications in different years: 
(MacGillivray, 1840, 1855). 
 
6. An organism’s genus and species names should be given 
in italics when first mentioned. Thereafter only the 
common  name  is  required.  Please use lower case initial 
letters for all common names, e.g. wood avens, blackbird, 
unless the common name includes a normally capitalised 
proper name, e.g. Kemp's ridley turtle. The nomenclature of 
vascular plants should follow Stace, C.A. (2019). The New 
Flora of the British Isles. (4th edition). C&M Floristics, 

Stowmarket. Normal rules of zoological nomenclature 
apply. When stating distribution, it may be appropriate to 
give information by vice-county. 
 
7. All articles must be prepared as a word-processed 
document in A4 format, double-spaced throughout, with 
margins of 25 mm, and 12point Times New Roman font. 
Tables and figure legends should be typed on separate 
pages at the end of the manuscript.  
 
8. Tables are numbered in arabic numerals, e.g. Table 1. 
These should be double-spaced on separate pages with a 
title and short explanatory paragraph underneath. 
 
9. Line drawings and photographs are numbered in 
sequence in arabic numerals, e.g. Fig. 1. If an illustration 
has more than one part, each should be identified as, e.g. 
9A, B etc. They should be supplied as digital images 
(minimum resolution 300 dpi in tif or jpeg format) either 
in separate files or on separate pages at the end of the 
manuscript: they should not be embedded in the text. A 
metric scale must be inserted in photomicrographs etc. 
Legends for illustrations should be typed on a separate 
page.  
 
10. Articles should be submitted by e-mail to the Editor: Mr 
Mike G. Rutherford (E-mail: Editor@gnhs.org.uk ). When 
submitting an article, authors should assure the Editor 
explicitly that all illustrations, including maps, do not 
infringe copyright law. Articles will not be considered for 
publication without this assurance.  
 
11. If an author has used an Artificial Intelligence Generated 
Content (AIGC) tool - e.g. ChatGPT - to create any part of the 
manuscript, its use must be detailed in the Methods or 
Acknowledgements section of a full paper or in the final 
paragraph of a short note. The author is fully responsible for 
the accuracy of any information provided by the tool, including 
cited references. Tools that are used to improve spelling or 
grammar are not included in the scope of these guidelines. The 
final decision about whether use of an AIGC tool is 
permissible in the context of a submitted manuscript lies 
with the Editor. 
 
12. When the article is accepted for publication, the author 
should return the corrected manuscript to the Editor as soon 
as possible. Final proofs will be e-mailed to authors and 
should be returned by e-mail as soon as possible. 
Alterations at this stage should be kept to the correction 
of typographical or formatting errors. Proposals for 
more extensive alterations, which should be forwarded 
directly to the Editor, will be approved only in 
exceptional circumstances. 
 
13. A copy of the published article will be sent to the 
corresponding author as a pdf file. Offprints will not be 
supplied. 
 
14. All submissions are liable to assessment by the Editor 
for ethical considerations, and publication may be refused 
on the recommendation of the Editorial Committee. 
 
15. Authors must sign a publishing agreement giving the 
GNHS copyright for articles published in The Glasgow 
Naturalist . This is standard procedure for publishing in 
most scientific journals, and allows the article to be archived 
at the Biodiversity Heritage Library 
www.biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/38981#/summary   
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